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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 170453 
ORIGIN OES-07 


Message Text 


INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO EPA-04 CEQ-01 EB-08 /033 R 

DRAFTED BY OES/ENP/EN:JBLANCHARD:EF 
APPROVED BY OES/ENP/EN : DRKING 
EUR/WE:BMCKINLEY (SUBS) 

035178 062032Z/61 

R 061840Z JUL 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY ROME 


UNCLAS STATE 170453 


E.O. 11652: NA 


TAGS: SENV, IT 

SUBJECT: STATUS REPORT ON RECOVERY OF TETRAETHYL LEAD FROM 
SUNKEN VESSEL. 


1 . DEPARTMENT HAS RECEIVED A CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY RE- 
GARDING POSSIBLE ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE ASSOCIATED WITH 
LEAKAGE OF TETRAETHYL LEAD FROM SUNKEN VESSEL OFF THE 
ITALIAN COAST. WE HAVE REPLIED IN AN INTERIM MANNER. 
PENDING REPORT FROM POST. 


2. DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE AN EVALUATION OF POSSIBLE 
ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE ASSOCIATED WITH LEAKAGE OF TETRAETHYL 
LEAD FROM THE SUNKEN VESSEL. IF ANY DATA WERE OBTAINED BY 
ITALIAN AUTHORITIES, SUCH AS MONITORING OF SEAFOOD FOR 
LEAD, AND IF PRESENT, POSSIBLE CLINICAL BLOOD LEAD LEVELS, 

OR ECOLOGICAL EVALUATIONS ON THE PRESENCE OR ABSENCE OF 
SPECIES IN THE AFFECTED AREA, WOULD BE USEFUL IN DEVELOPING 
AN APPROPRIATE RESPONSE TO THE CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY. VANCE 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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